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South Pass, winning the first recorded climb up die highest point in the
Wind River Mountains; Fremont Peak was named for him.
One fourteen-month trip took Fremont to Great Salt Lake, Fort Van-
couver, and Slitter's Fort, California, with Ms men worn to skeletons and
only thirty-three of sixty-seven horses and mules coming through. He
clashed with the Spanish rulers of California,, took a hand in overthrowing
them and setting up the State of California, of which he was the first United
States Senator.
Then came land, gold mines, money pouring in at the rate of $75,000 a
month, and Fremont's Mariposa estate of 465,000 acres, which had cost him
$3000, was estimated worth $10,000*000. Then too came squatters., rival
claims, and. the details of management and finance. He was in Paris trying to
sell half of his estate when the news canie of Sumter. He offered his services
and Lincoln immediately commissioned him a major-general. At the White
House lie had, talked with Lincoln of the plan for him to organize an army
in the North-west and go down the Mississippi and split the Confederacy
in two.
After being placed in command of the Western Department on July 3rd?
Fremont lingered in Washington, delayed in New York, arrived in St.
Louis on July 25th, directed entrenchments thrown around St. Louis to make
it safe from assault, wore out relays of telegraphers with messages to gover-
nors and troop commanders. Many days he worked from five o'clock in the
morning till midnight.
Should Fremont have known it would raise evil gossip for him to locate
his headquarters in an elegant inansion at a rental of $6000 paid to a relative
of Mrs. Fremont, even though the rental was reasonable? Should he have
known it would set unfriendly tongues buzzing for him to be surrounded by
Hungarian and Garibaldian officers in trick uniforms, with ungodly titles?
To reach his second-story office, callers passed guards at the street corner, at
the gate, at the outer door, at the office door. He was a busy man wrestling
with imponderable equations, protecting himself against fool interruptions
and time-wasters. Yet his system didn't operate so as to put through the
important items and get on with the war. He could handle outfits of one or
two hundred men on the plains or desert or in unexplored mountains.
Riding the human whirlwind in Missouri was another affair.
Blair called on Fremont with General John M. Schofield, who wrote: *The
general received me cordially, but to my great surprise, no questions were
asked, nor any mention made, of the bloody field from which I had just
come, where Lyon had been killed/ Instead of wanting to leam any possible
lessons from a tried soldier on the peculiar ways men may have of fighting
pitched battles in Missouri, Fremont led Schofield to a table and pointed out